
 

Rua Carlos Alves 7, Lisboa 

10:15-16:45 

AGENDA 

Time Title Speakers 

BLOCK I | MORNING  

Regulating to Innovate: Technology Free Zones in the European  
and International Mirror 

10:15 Registration and Welcome 

10:30 Opening — “Why Portugal needs to test more, and faster” AI² 

10:35 “A Europe that experiments: the EU framework for regulatory 
experimentation” 

European Commission, 
DG REFORM 

10:45 “What we learned from Portugal's Technology Free Zones: OECD 
findings” OECD 



 

 

 

 

11:15 “What next? Priorities to strengthen Technology Free Zones” — 
Q&A and discussion AI² (moderator) + Public 

11:30 “How the world tests: regulatory sandboxes in seven countries” — 
International panel 

OECD (moderator) + 
International Sandboxes 

12:30 
“Sandboxes for the transition: NZIA and the Commission 
Recommendation on experimentation” — Recommendations from 
the EC 

European Commission, 
DG GROW and DG RTD  

13:00 Networking lunch 

BLOCK II | AFTERNOON  

Test to Grow: Experimentation, Innovation and Territorial Cohesion 

14:00 
“Regions that test, regions that grow: experimentation as a tool for 
national and regional smart specialisation strategies and 
cohesion” — round table 

AI² (moderator) + 
Regional Coordination 
and Development 
Commissions (CCDR) 

 

14:40 “From lab to territory: what Technology Free Zones are already 
testing” — experiences from current sandboxes 

ZLT infante D. Henrique 
(Portuguese Navy - 
CEOM)  
ZLT Matosinhos (CEIIA)  
ZLT Aveiro (Univ. Aveiro)  
ZLT Viana do Castelo, 
Abrantes, Mira (DGEG) 

15:40 “How far can the rule go? What can — and cannot — be waived” — 
experiences from competent authorities Competent authorities  

16:40 Closing — “An experimentation agenda for the regions: next 
steps” AI² 


